46                        INDIA STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM

Islam in the nineteenth century had proclaimed a sort of war against
Britain. The mullas even forbade, on religious grounds, the learning
of the English language. A religious conservatism, accentuated by
the fact that even in their heyday Muslims rarely engaged !n trade op
in the non-military professions, delayed the appearance of a real
Muslim bourgeoisie in India. Meanwhile, the Muslims nursed with
passion their injured pride at being ousted from the position of ruler,
and with their hatred of the alien embittered by socio-economic
grievances, fought gallantly but with pre-bourgeois weapons. They
were defeated, but in the history of India's national movement, the
spectacle of Muslims in those early days courageously trying to break
the British fetters needs to be gratefully recorded.10

This militant defiance was one important result of the western
impact, but another, and also important, result, in the context of our
national movement, was the emergence of a gentler, but gradually
more insistent demand, for Indian participation in British constitu-
tional liberties. The commencement of the process is seen in the
decades after 1813, when a rough-hewn peace and some little educa-
tional progress, chiefly in Bengal, foeussed the Indian " grievance of
being excluded from a larger share in the executive government".
So, in 1833, when the Company's Charter was renewed, Parliament
laid down that no native of the said Indian territories .... shall by
reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of
them be disabled from holding any place, office or employment under
the Company ". There was no question yet of Indians getting an
active share in the government of their country, but "this was the
first substantial promise given to India, that British rule was not
to spsll merely the unqualified dominion, however beneficent, of alien
rulers/'17

There followed a period of co-operation between British autho-
rities who, for all the vileness of their motives, were pulling down the
feudal and obscurantist forces in Indian life, and the rising Indian
progressives like Ram Mohan Roy and the pioneers of the
Brahmo Samaj. Himself a versatile Orientalist, Ram Mohan
fought earnestly for the introduction of " a more liberal and
enlightened system of instruction, embracing Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Anatomy, with other useful sciences".
But the object of Macaulay and the other champions of an
Anglicised education was " to train up a stratum of docile execu-
tants of the English will, cut off from every line of contact with their

is W. C, Smith, op. cit. pp. 190-95,
17 Valentine Chirol, op. cit, pp. 75-78.